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day of the month of February, at three or four o'clock in the after-
noon. He came in with 23 ships, large and small, and with fourteen
or sixteen pinnaces.
Seeing them, the governor of Cartagena went out to the first
work, which is towards Santa Marta, with what men he had, and
followed him along to the other work, which is on this side, toward
the harbour. The governor ordered four or five pieces to be fired and
none did the enemy any damage.
The commander of the galleys, named Don Pedro Vique, ordered
all his soldiers aboard the said galleys; and he ordered the galleys to
swing a chain, which had been made of iron, across the channel
from the fort at its entrance to the other side. Because a few links
were lacking (p. 3) they went to the jail and brought the chain
which was there, with which they supplied what was missing, and
fastened it to floats in such manner that no launch nor any ship
could enter.
That same night Captain Juan de Castaiieda came aboard the
flag-galley in representation of Don Pedro and issued orders like a
commanding officer. He ordered that that night the said galleys
should ply between the fort and the Caleta, and here they did ply,
. watching for the enemy until one or two in the morning, when they
saw the horsemen return who had been reconnoitring. They brought
word that the enemy was advancing.
As soon as he perceived the enemy, the said Juan de Castaneda
ordered the artillery which was in the galleys to be fired and it was
so fired against the enemy three times. In the glare from the artillery
the enemy squadron was seen entering. By that light could be seen
the damage this artillery did. While said artillery was playing against
him the enemy held back but, observing that there was delay in
firing it, the enemy pressed forward at great speed and when dawn
broke was found to be in possession of the city.
At this time, as that galley was endeavouring to get out by the
channel where the fort is, to escape from the enemy, a barrel of
powder caught fire on board the Ocasion, of which Captain Martin
Gonzalez was in command. Three or four men were burned to death
and eight or nine injured. The rest abandoned the galley. Seeing
the fire, the flag-galley supposed it to be the work of certain enemy
launches. They rowed for the Jesemani shore and drove aground.
The soldiers and the galley-slaves (their irons having been removed)
landed and deserted the galleys. At nightfall, in order that the enemy
might not bring the galleys off and take them away with him, it
seemed well to Don Pedro Vique to burn them and so they were set